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S FEW PECPLE THINK they have enough closet space.

Clients are always concerned about using closet
space to the best advantage. I asked Joanna

Harig, closet designer with California Closets, for

some expert advice.

A well designed closet organizing system can
help you maximize the storage space you have

but there’s more. Is it organized conveniently? Do

. you know where everything is? Is it easy to put
your clothes away and keep things looking neat?
Does your closet look open and inviting? Is it
comfortable to get to what you need? These are
just a few questions a protessional closet designer

considers to help you create your perfect closet

Take advantage of the available space near the
ceiling and floor with double hanging for jackets,
shirts and pants folded over a hanger. Hang your
pants on the top. Most of us wear lots of black,

_alifornia Closets

dark grey and navy pants that are easier to distin-
guish ateye level You can glance down and recognize jackets and shirts by the shoulder of the garment because they extend out further.

Putting narrower items on top makes the space feel larger.

If vou need long hanging space for special occasion clothes that are rarely worn, consider the guest bedroom . Keep your master closet for
items you use regularly. If you need to keep long hanging in your main closet, put it where least accessible. The space above is perfect for

Purses.

Drawers look nice in a closet but make sure you need them. I generally suggest drawers for socks, underwear and lingerie. People usually
have dressers for these items and don’t need additional drawer space in the closet but appreciate having a locked jewelry drawer there for

convenient access to jewe]ry tor -::-:n:urdjnating with ensembles.

Items such as sweaters, t-shirts and jeans are best on a shelt. What yvou don’t see you tend not Drawers look nice in a closet
to wear. A sweater at the bottom of a drawer may be overlooked tor an entire season. It's easier but do you need them?

to keep what you have up-to-date and fresh when you see what you have.

The same applies to shoes. If possible, shoes should be placed near the door because they are typically the last item of clothing to be put
on and the tirst to be taken off. Or place full length shelves in front of hanging to facilitate access, with shoes near the bottom and stacks

closer to the top. Special occasion and seasonal shoes can go in plastic boxes or bins on a top shelt for motre room.

Maximum space utilization comes from grouping hanging clothes by type, such as all jackets together, all long sleeve shirts, etc. Consider
grouping within these sections by color. Don’t forget accessories such as a place for clothes to be laundered or dry cleaned, a wall sate for

valuables, a valet pole or belt and tie rack.

Some people say “it's only a closet”. While this is true and you most likely won’t be entertaining in your closet, you may spend more time
there on a daily basis than you do in your dining room. You don’t need to buy expensive materials and to get a great layout thatis easy

continued on back

Kitchen 2009 Top Ten

M 1. White cabinets are back.
M 2. Appliances clad with face
panels to match cabinets.

M 3. Countertop material
natural quartz surface or

butcher block.

M 1. Faucets with gooseneck

KAREM A, CARPING, [1DA profile and all-in-one pullout
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SUITE SF M 5. Eco friendly flooring, like
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bamboo and composite engi-
neered hardwood.

M 6. Asingle sink.

B 7. Important chandelier over www.kitchens.com
breakfast table and pendant lights over the snack bar.

M 8. Must have TV. Either set on countertop, mount to backsplash with swivel holder or
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under the upper cabinets with flip style hardware.
M 9. Color walls bright and cheery. Think sunflowers, ferns, apricot.

Home Makeover M 10. Leaty green plants-—and flowering for color---in pots and baskets.

You can redesign a room

using what you already Color haw

own. The strategy isto PAINT LETS YOU color the mood you choose. Today more than ever your home should create refuge
: and sanctuary. Create a haven of tranquility with neutral hues like cream froth, white sand, pale
redecorate by arranging blue. Feel natural comfort with earth tones of hazy skies, misted fern and sea haze. Surround your-

and editin g your self with the modern splendor of rich, gemlike hues of bronze tone, black satin, blushing red.

furniture and accessories
in a new way. Call Karenn Closets...continued

Ca_-[‘ping for a consulta- to use and maintain. Be sure to use materials that are well-made, adjustable and carry a lifetime war-

tion to I‘ES’[}J’I e your ranty. In many ways, buying a closet is like buying furniture. There are many options out there but

; ool you rarely regret buying quality and style that brings beauty and order into your home.
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For more information, call Joanna Harig at 847-408-5325. California Closets showrooms are at Abt

Design Center, Glenview and 2071 N. Clybourn Avenue, Chicago. www.calclosetschicago.com.
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